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Korea to build new science and business city

Since the leadership of its President Lee Myung-bak, Korea has placed high value on science and technology. On
13 January, the government officially signed a contract for a big project to build an international science and business
belt that includes the establishment of a new institute, the Asian Basic Science Institute (ABSI), and the construction
of a Rare Isotope Accelerator.

This project is a part of the Presidential Council on Future and Vision, presented
to President Lee in a meeting of the National Science and Technology Council.
The "Vision" designated the three core industries the government would be
concentrating on to build new engines of growth for Korea: green technology,
high-tech convergence and value-added services. Also, the government has
mapped out 17 new national growth engines, including renewable energies and
global healthcare, which are supposed to drive the national economy over the
next three to 10 years.

The government will inject more than 6.3 trillion Won (4.6 billion dollars) to
implement the overall R&D projects over the next four years, and more than 3.5
trillion Won (2.6 billion dollars) will be put into the new science-business belt
project. The investment to build the core laboratory for the project, the rare
isotope accelerator, will be 460 billion Won (0.33 billion dollars), Korea thus
aiming to build an accelerator with world-class performance. This will be the first
heavy ion accelerator in Korea, and the sixth in the world. The construction will
start from 2012, and is planned to finish by 2015.

ABSI, whose construction will be finished by 2012, is planned to be a core laboratory with 3000 scientists and staff.
To attract excellent scientists and other professionals from over the world, the project includes the creation of a new
city with a superb educational, cultural environment, and comfortable living environment for an international
community.

Several accelerator projects besides this new plan are ongoing. They are mainly in stages of design and initial
construction, but manpower is not enough. “The Korean government has signed an MOU with CERN for the R&D
collaboration in the LHC” said Eun-San Kim at Kyungpook National University, who also participates in international
collaborations for ILC R&D. Korea will put 3 billion Won into experimental research activities at the Large Hadron
Collider in 2009. “I hope Korea will consider signing the same kind of MOU with KEK in the near future, so that we
can apply it to ILC-related R&D at KEK's accelerator facilities,” he said.

The site for this new science and business city has not been officially decided yet, and will be announced in the first
half of this year.

-- Rika Takahashi
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